How well English Language Learners can write is directly related to their levels of English
language proficiency in writing. It is important to note that language learners often make
mistakes in vocabulary and grammar. As they take risks and experiment, their accuracy levels

may be negatively affected. It is important to realize that this is a normal part of the language

development process. If too much attention is placed on accuracy, students will not progress.
The following table indicates what students can do at each level of proficiency:

PROFICIENCY
LEVEL

DESCRIPTION

STRATEGIES/ACTIVITIES

formal correspondence, discourse
of several paragraphs, cohesive
summaries with some details, and
narrative and descriptive passages.
They can take notes. They can
express feelings and preferences
and give supporting details. They can
develop an organized composition,
report, or article of more than one
paragraph. They can explain their
point of view simply.

NOVICE Students can copy words and phrases Simple descriptions to accompany
and write them from memory. They visuals; paragraph completion, cloze
can identify, list, and label. They can passages, dictations, filling-in forms,
write one of more familiar phrases, cinquain poetry, organization of
statements, or questions in context. information on graphic organizers.

INTERMEDIATE Students can create statements Descriptions with visuals, cloze
and questions well enough to meet passages, sentence combining,
practical needs and limited social elaboration, guided descriptions
demands. They can write short and narrations, compositions
messages, notes, letters, paragraphs, based on interviews, journals.
and short compositions and can
take simple notes. They can compose
a series of related sentences that
describe or compare. They can
narrate a sequence of events and
write one or more sentences that
classify, summarize, or predict.

ADVANCED Students can write social and more Detailed descriptions, sentence

combining, elaboration, guided
descriptions and narrations,
compositions with rewrites, free
compositions, dialogue journals.
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